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A Hug From God
Forgiveness, Love, and Peace
by Ninrod Lopez
 
Recently I attended a youth retreat that changed my life. The pastor started to 

preach about the love of God and that his love is like that of a Father (many of us 
don’t have fathers, or we haven’t seen them for a long time). I haven’t received 
any support, or affection, or “I love you,” or one word of strength or tenderness 
from him.

The pastor asked us to go up front if we wanted 
the love of our Father God. I went up front because I 
wanted to feel “the love of the Father.” I was nervous, 
embarrassed, angry, and lonely. I know that it was God 
who wanted me to go up front because he wanted to 
forgive me, love and hug me- the things that I wanted 
to feel. God was receiving me in his arms and I felt so 
happy, I had a great peace in my heart, followed by an 
incredible calm. It was wonderful. I have never cried so 
much as I did that wonderful night.

I found myself on my knees crying and asking God to forgive me for my sins 
and that I wanted a hug from Him, my Father God. All the emotions and events in 
my life passed through my mind like a movie and tormented me and destroyed me 
inside. But I felt like that anguish didn’t stay, but it left forever and now my heart is 
clean, renewed, thanks be to God. He filled me with His great love. ¶

Andrea Zimmerman organized this retreat for the youth from La Finca de los 
Niños children’s home in Honduras.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 NIV  Hope is based on a trust; 
the assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or 
truth of  someone or something (Merriam-Webster).

 God is our hope and we can trust    in him.  As we look 
around and see uncertainty we can be certain that God is 
able and reliable.  Join with me in focusing more on God’s 
economy and less on this world’s economy, allowing God to 
fill us with joy and peace.  

As we gather the empty “jars” around us, may we point them to the hope we 
have which is our anchor in uncertain times. ¶
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Ninrod, right, with a Friend

I can clearly see that every day, and in every way, God’s 
kingdom is being made known.  I see this as I am in 
regular communication with those we support who 
are providing relief to those affected by Typhoon 
Haiyan, sharing Jesus with the people of northern 
Thailand, and building relationships with students in 
Central Asia. The kingdom of God is being made 
known in all they do, whether they are giving food 
and relief, sharing from the Bible, or lending a helping 
hand or listening ear.   

The Second Tunic is part of making it possible for 
those we support to devote themselves full-time to making 
the kingdom of God known.  Thank you for your generous support and 
encouragement.  Every day, and in every way, let us give thanks and praise to 
God for his goodness.  ❦

December 2013

A Household Believes 
Those Who Seek Will Find 
by Alu One 
We had been praying for our outreach to Ban Muang Na, located in 

northern Thailand.  One person from our group had had a bad dream about 
that place, but we felt God was calling us to go.  We did house-to-house 
visitation, Bible study, evangelism services and personal sharing.  I could see 
how hungry they were for the gospel.  When looking into their eyes I could 
see their emptiness and longing for love of Jesus Christ.  One day as we 
were  visiting homes sharing about Jesus the whole family, five in all, 
responded and believed in Jesus, as the one true way to God.   Continued 



Typhoon Haiyan 
The Second Tunic Responds 
  
“God has put to our heart to continue blessing our brethren who were 

devastated by super typhoon Haiyan.”  Nelson Malaque !
Two weeks after Typhoon Haiyan brought destruction to large portions of 

central Philippines, The Second Tunic-supported workers Nelson Malaque, 
Soriano Catulay, Jan Tampac, and Jermane Cabey  
assisted with the distribution of food and basic 
relief items.  !

On December 6, 2013, they took a 40’ container 
of building materials and supplies. They are 
focusing their relief efforts in Dulag, a community 
of about 375 families. To begin the process of 
rebuilding, they will work alongside the families who have lost everything.  Jan 
Tampac said, “This is beyond giving food, this is beyond relief distribution. 
This is ministering holistically, soul, spirit, and body.” !

    In response, The Second Tunic has released 
over $9,000 toward their efforts to assist this 
community, providing hope and housing.  Our 
goal is to raise $35,000.  They need our help!  Join 
with us by giving to our Hope and Housing 
fund.  Together we can share our “second tunic” 
with those who have lost all.   ❦ !!

line for food

loading food for distribution

The Household Believed by Alu One continued !
We were so thankful for the open door, 

and give God the glory for his amazing work! 
We see his faithfulness to his promise that 
those who seek will find. 

I am from the Shan people group who are 
spread out in the countries surrounding 
northern Thailand. I was born and raised in  a 
neighboring country and, as a young man, fled 
to Thailand to escape persecution.  My wife Gigi is from the Philippines.  The 
situation is slowly changing.  Gigi and I are now able to lead teams of Shan 
believers from Thailand back to my own people.  ❦ !

The Second Tunic is committed to supporting people who are reaching 
out to their own communities and people. We see this as a very effective way 
to minister.  They know the local customs and language. 

   
Alu and Gigi One and their son Karsten David live in 
northern Thailand and serve with Youth With A Mission 
(YWAM), Chiang Mai.  They are involved in outreach to 
the Shan people living in Thailand and surrounding 
countries.  They are supported by The Second Tunic.

Hope and Housing 
Typhoon Haiyan Relief !

Our goal $35,000.00 !
Mark your gift  “Philippines Relief” 

      
All relief funds will be administered by our supported workers in the Philippines,  

Filipino families who know the language and culture.   
People we trust.

I believe!

“This is beyond giving food. This is beyond relief  distribution. This 
is ministering holistically, soul, spirit, and body.” Jan Tampac

mourning the loss of everything


